
Gemma and Robbie live in St Leonards with their children, Megan, aged 21, Brandon, aged 17, Liam, 
aged 12, and twins, Dexter and Preston, aged seven.

Liam has learning difficulties and sensory processing disorder. He joined Saxon Mount in 2020.

Liam’s life has been turned round 
since starting at Saxon Mount 
School thanks to the attention he 
has received from the caring staff

Happy at school
Gemma and Robbie have seen an amazing transformation in Liam since he started at Saxon Mount. “Almost immediately he was 
like a different child,” Gemma says. “We have been reassured that he is making good academic progress and as a family we have 
all seen the progress he has made in other ways since starting. Now, when he comes home, he talks about school willingly and 
he will read to us, which he never did when he was at primary school.”
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Intimidating environment
Liam had attended a mainstream primary school and was in 
a class of 32. Gemma says: “Although the school tried their 
hardest, they just could not cope with Liam’s additional 
needs. Because his social skills weren’t very advanced, he 
struggled to mix with the other children and he found the 
level of noise really intimidating. He could tell the other pupils 
were doing different things from him and this definitely 
affected his confidence.

Summer School fun
“When he started at Saxon Mount in Year Seven, the teachers 
said he was at the Year Two level in his education. We had 
sometimes felt when he was at his primary school that 
he was going backwards rather than making progress. 
Fortunately, he had a good transition from primary school to 
secondary school because he attended a summer school at 
Saxon Mount for three days, which he really enjoyed.

Brighter mornings
“Life is now so different for us as a family because Liam is 
happy at school at last. We used to have a struggle to get him 
out of the house each morning to attend his primary school, 
but he is now happy to go off in his taxi to Saxon Mount. He 
enjoys going to two afterschool clubs now he is at Saxon 
Mount and he would never go to any when he was at his old 
school. He now enjoys the school dinners, but he wouldn’t 
have them at his old school, mainly because he couldn’t 
stand the noise in the hall.

Loving learning
“Liam’s social skills have improved and we have been told he 
is a popular child at school. He has so much more confidence 
in his own ability now, which is lovely to see. He gets much 
more attention from teaching staff now and so he is finally 
learning and making progress. He says he loves all the 
lessons. He will even join in with PE, when he wouldn’t do it 
at his primary school.

Fantastic progress
“He enjoys art and has really taken to cookery. He loves to 
bring things home for us to try. It is wonderful for us to see 
the progress he is making. It is a massive relief because he 
was so unhappy before. Our family life and home life are 
much better now. It used to be really upsetting for us all 
to see Liam looking so sad when he came home from his 
primary school,” Gemma says.

Brilliant staff
“We can tell he is flourishing at Saxon Mount. He is already 
asking if he can go to the school’s holiday club. The staff 
are all amazing and I can tell how good they are with the 
children when I go to pick Liam up from the afterschool 
clubs. It is lovely to see how well they interact with the 
children. I would wholeheartedly recommend Saxon Mount 
School to other families.”

Children say
Liam says: “My favourite things about Saxon Mount are 
cooking and playing with my friends.”


