
Lorraine lives in Hailsham with her children, Callum, aged 16, Fi, aged 14, and Asten, aged 12.

Asten was diagnosed with autism when he was nine.

Asten’s life has been transformed 
and he is now enjoying his 
education in the happy atmosphere 
of Saxon Mount School

New friends
Lorraine has seen a big difference in Asten since he started at Saxon Mount School last September. Lorraine says: “Asten is now 
finally happy at school. He has made some friends and is catching up academically. For me, it is real progress that he is in school 
every day and able to interact with his peers.”
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Out of classroom
Lorraine began to have concerns about Asten when he was 
at nursery. She says: “They did some assessments but just said 
he was a bit behind. By the time he got to Year Two things 
had got a lot worse. The school would often call me at work 
to say Asten was having problems. He used to have one to 
one support in the classroom, but would also work in a room 
away from his classmates. Eventually, he wasn’t able to attend 
school full time and was accessing learning for about two 
hours a day. He moved to another primary school, which 
worked very hard to meets his needs, but he still wasn’t able 
to attend full time, although it was a big improvement.

Considering needs
“I made the decision when Asten was due to start at 
secondary school that he wouldn’t go to a mainstream 
school like my older children. I couldn’t see him thriving 
in that sort of environment. I looked at local special needs 
secondary schools, but thought Saxon Mount seemed the 
best, even though it is about 45 minutes away.

Fresh start
“When we went to look round Saxon Mount, I thought it 
had a nice feel and that the head teacher and staff were 
lovely. I asked Asten what he thought and he said it was the 
school he preferred, compared to others we had seen. He 
did a couple of taster days, which went well, and started in 
September. Since then, he has never once said, ‘I don’t want 
to go to school.’

Adapting well
“A minibus picks him up at half past seven in the morning 
and takes him to school and brings him back again in the 
afternoon at about half past four. It is a long day bearing in 
mind Asten had not been attending primary school full time, 
but he coped well with the change and settled in quickly.

School trips
“One of the biggest changes for Asten is that he has made 
some friends, whereas when he was at primary school his 
only friends were children much younger than him. He was 
limited in what he was allowed to join in with on trips at 

primary school, but he is now looking forward to going on a 
residential trip and staying away from home with his friends 
at Saxon Mount.

Sense of belonging
“He was behind academically because he had missed 
so much school, but is catching up now. His writing has 
improved and he got all his spellings right at the last test. 
He has really come on socially and emotionally, mixing with 
similar children, even though they all have different needs. 
He no longer feels he’s the odd one out.

Small classes
“He is benefiting from being in a class of 12, whereas he 
would have been in a much bigger class at a mainstream 
secondary school. He is pleased they all have their own 
space.  It’s helping him make progress and catch up 
academically. He now loves cookery and has developed a 
big interest in electronics and enjoys doing research about 
different Apple products,” Lorraine says.

Parents matter
“I like the way staff at Saxon Mount are considerate towards 
the parents. If I ring the office with a query someone 
will get back to me quickly. The school is a very inclusive 
environment and I wouldn’t want Asten to be anywhere else 
right now.”

Children say
Asten says: “Saxon Mount 
is a happy place.”


